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EXPEDITION
SPECIAL

The conclusion of any expedition is always met with a multitude of mixed emotions, and supporting Team
Bell Baxter to complete their unique Scottish challenge has been no exception. The pride I have felt
watching them grow from the quiet young kids I met 2 years ago, to the exceptional young adults who now
stand before us all has been humbling.
This young team dealt with the disappointment of their expedition being cancelled 10 days before they
were due to fly out to Greenland in 2020, but still they kept training. As 2021 came around, they realised
that a winter expedition to Greenland would again not be possible, but still they kept training.

This team deserved to have an unbelievably challenging conclusion to their Polar Academy Programme
allowing them to prove to themselves just how far they had come, both emotionally and physically, over
the last 2 years.
I am exceptionally grateful to everyone who pulled out all the stops to give the team the challenge of a
lifetime. Please enjoy looking at a very small selection of our photos documenting the rowing, camping and
hiking as our 14 intrepid explorers traversed Scotland.

Craig

ORCUAN - SCOTTISH BIRLINN LONGBOAT

The Orcuan majestically skimming over Loch Ness was
a sight to behold indeed. The Scottish birlinn longboat
was outlawed over 400 years ago, so technically we
were outlaws during the Great Glen leg!
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CALEDONIAN
CANAL

38 miles of the Great Glen are made up of the
picturesque Loch Lochy, Loch Oich and Loch Ness.
The remaining 22 miles consist of the man made
Caledonian Canal, maintained and managed by
Scottish Canals. Our young explorers became experts
at navigating the numerous lock gates and swing
bridges on the canal and gave both the local visitors
and the international tourists some interesting live
theatre. The Scottish Canals team were exceptional
in supporting and instructing our youngsters on the
intricacies of safe navigation.

BASE CAMP

Base camp during the rowing leg was situated at
Inver Coille camping and glamping site, where each
evening the weary travellers were introduced to
spoon carving, fire lighting or were entertained by
traditional Scottish Folk singers or Jacobite reenactors. The kids certainly enjoyed having a go at
the sword fighting and we now have a few keen
shield maidens in our midst!
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The Dava Way is a trail in North East
Scotland following the abandoned part of
the Highland Railway Line between Forres
and Grantown-on-Spey. It is a walking,
mountain bike and horse-riding route
connecting the Moray Coast with the
Speyside Way in the Cairngorm National
Park. Our team passed through a mix of
farmland, woodland and moorland as they
climbed from the Moray Firth to cross Dava
Moor, before descending to the River Spey
and finally returning back to the Glenmore
Lodge in Aviemore. The Dava Way is
recognized as one of Scotland’s Great
Trails.

THE DAVA
WAY

MEDAL CEREMONY - NETHY BRIDGE

On our penultimate evening, we had some incredible weather which allowed everyone to relax and enjoy
a BBQ at the campsite in Nethy Bridge. Everyone enjoyed the celebration evening and each of our
graduates were presented with their well earned Polar Academy Medals.

HELICOPTER

The weary team were flown home in luxury
by helicopter, which was a fabulous ending
to their adventure. This has been such an
incredible team to work with, and while I
would say I will miss them, I fully expect
them to keep in touch over the years to let
us know how they are getting on.
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