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EXPEDITION
UPDATE

We recently had to inform our incredible team from Bell Baxter that due to worldwide Covid travel
restrictions, we will be unable to undertake an expedition to Greenland in March 2021. While the news of
course came as a blow, it did not come as a surprise. The kids have been keeping us all fully updated with
travel situation reports and have each been taking a turn to share information weekly at the beginning of
our online fitness training sessions. I personally found delivering the news very difficult, but remain very
proud of each and every one of them with the maturity they continue to show in the face of adversity. This
team has continued to push through and adapt to the worldwide pandemic for the last year and has shown
incredible resilience in keeping their training up with us.
Everyone at The Polar Academy has agreed we have to pull out all the stops for these young people to give
them a challenging and worthwhile expedition within the limitations of Covid travel rules. We have been
working hard behind the scenes to plan a 100 mile expedition crossing Scotland this Summer.
While I will ensure all plans are as robust as possible, we will still remain at the mercy of any travel
restrictions however they may look by Summer 2021. With the role out of the vaccine well underway, we
hope for a significant change soon, in order for us to progress. For reasons that will become apparent, the
100 mile challenge is being dubbed By Sea, By Land, By Air. The news of the 100 mile challenge has given
the kids another boost and I hope everyone will get behind them.

Craig

100 MILES - BY SEA, BY LAND, BY AIR
The Summer expedition will be divided up into 3 legs. First leg will be a 60 mile water challenge over 5 days
crossing the Great Glen by canoe. The team will be leaving from Fort William in the West and will see the
most spectacular scenery as they paddle through Loch Lochy and Loch Ness, with the final destination of leg
1 ending at Inverness in the East. There will be a mixture of wild camping and overnights in hostel
accommodation on this leg.

As Loch Ness is the largest freshwater body of water in the UK, we hope you you will allow us a little
poetic license naming this leg 'By Sea'.
While there will be lots of time for monster hunting, we also expect the kids to be both challenged and
inspired by the natural beauty of their surroundings on this leg.
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LEG 2 BY LAND

After travelling 100 miles under their own
steam, whether paddling or hiking, we feel
they will deserve to return home in style.
Thanks to the generosity of one of our
Patrons, the kids will all be flown by
helicopter from Glenmore Lodge, back to
Cupar, in Fife, and will have the opportunity to
marvel at our home country as they take in
the sights crossing the Cairngorms National
Park from the air.

The second leg will involve a 40 mile hike
over land from Forres to Aviemore over 3
days. The hike will end at Glenmore Lodge The Scottish National Outdoor Training
Centre. It seems a very apt place to end the
Summer expedition back at Glenmore Lodge
as this is where the journey always begins
for every Polar Academy participant when
they first go through the initial process of
selection with us. Again this will be a
physically challenging experience as
everyone will be traveling with full packs,
including tents and all their food.

LEG 3 - BY AIR

We hope you agree that we are creating a
once in a lifetime opportunity as a final task
to consolidate all the training and survival
skills the Bell Baxter team have been
learning over the course of the Polar
Academy training programme. Challenges
like these can and will be absolutely life
affirming and will never be forgotten by our
young team. There will be a significant
proportion of Scotland covered while they
explore their own country in an unbelievably
special and unique way.
We will remain positive that the current
pandemic is more manageable by Summer
and will allow us to travel.
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WOOD SETS UP CAMP WITH
THE POLAR ACADEMY

ROB CLUNAS
The Polar Academy is thrilled to have teamed up with Aberdeen-based energy services provider, Wood
plc, to launch an ambitious fundraising strategy to provide more opportunities for young people. Craig
Mathieson said: “We are excited to team up with Wood, a home-grown company of explorers pushing the
boundaries of technology and science to help solve some of the world’s most complex problems, including
climate change, which is taking a profound toll on the remote environments where we work. That mission
is perfectly aligned with ours, which is to harness the power of exploration to inspire children and give
them the self-belief to achieve great things.”
Wood’s support has allowed The Polar Academy to recruit its first dedicated fundraiser. Rob Clunas has
joined the charity this month and is an experienced and motivated fundraiser, having held previous
positions at VSA (Aberdeen’s largest social care charity) and the Royal Northern Countryside Initiative.
The move is the first step in the Polar Academy’s ambitious new plan to increase the number and breadth
of the expeditions on offer, and ultimately reach as many ‘invisible’ young people as possible.
Wood, formerly known as The Wood Group, operates in 60 countries around the world and its 60,000
employees in those countries are collectively focused on supporting the world’s transition to clean
energy and a more sustainable future. The company expects to work closely with The Polar Academy to
encourage and nurture the fresh perspective of its young people as they explore new horizons. Robin
Watson, chief executive of Wood, said: “The Polar Academy is an increasingly important charity, and we
are pleased to be able to support the organisation at this critical time for young people who are too often
isolated and unnoticed. We look forward to working with Craig, Rob and the team to build the profile of
The Polar Academy and to attract new sources of funding for its work building expertise and self-esteem
among the explorers of the future."
Rob Clunas said: “I am delighted to be joining the Polar Academy, a small but very mighty organisation
with the most compelling mission, and one that is particularly important to me having studied and worked
with environmental causes throughout my professional life. It is a great honour to be joining such a
talented and motivated team, and I can’t wait to get started.”
Under the terms of the partnership, Wood will provide ongoing support and funding for Rob and the team
at the Polar Academy in an effort to increase income to enable more young people to experience the
wonders – and challenges – of arctic exploration and science, gaining confidence and redefining their
physical and mental limits.
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